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March 6, 2006 
FEMA housing update 
 
The FEMA Direct Housing Mission for the all of the 2004 storms was extended to 
September 26, 2006.  This means that those living in those units have up to that time. 
FEMA recertification staff will still be working with those families to ensure they are 
actively pursuing a housing plan for themselves.  FEMA national headquarters is in the 
process of finalizing the plan for rent that will be charged most likely beginning the first 
part of April.  Rent may be up to fair market value, but will most likely resemble section 
8 housing levels.   
 
Those affected by the 2005 storms have up to 18 months from the date of the declaration 
for each storm; no extensions have been discussed at this time.  
 
Mobile homes and travel trailers that are not occupied in the state of Florida will be sent 
out of state to other disaster locations or sold or possibly donated. 
 

• Mobile homes can be sold to the individuals currently living in them if they were 
affected by the storms and if they qualify to purchase them.  These sales will be 
handled through FEMA Mobile Homes Operations section. 

  1. Qualified hurricane victims living in a FEMA mobile home should  
       complete a notice of interest provided by their recertification worker.   
                  They will in turn take the notice of interest to FEMA Mobile Ops. to  
       begin the process. 
  2.  If the qualified resident of the mobile home is unable to obtain a notice  
       of interest from their recertification worker they can call: 407-858- 
       2000 and ask for Mobile Ops. 
• Donations of mobile homes 

There are refurbished mobile homes available for this program.  Eligibility:  
nonprofit corporations that are willing comply to all of the following: 
 

1. FEMA agrees to donate, and the Not for Profit/Municipality (Agency) agrees to 
accept manufactured housing units (mobile homes). 
 

2. The Agency agrees that the donated units will be used solely to provide temporary 
housing assistance to eligible victims of major disasters and emergencies.  At a 
mutually determined date the Agency agrees to dispose of the units or, at its sole 
cost, the Agency may return the housing units in a clean and ready –to-reuse 
condition to the nearest FEMA mobile home staging area. 
 

3. The Agency will be responsible for all charges and expenses involving the 
maintenance, use, occupancy, or transfer of the donated property until such 
property is returned to FEMA or at which time it is determined that the costs of 
recovery exceeds the value of the property, less depreciation. 
 

4. The Agency agrees to adhere to Federal floodplain management standards, when 
applicable, as expressed in State and local codes and ordinances with respect to 
permitting, setting and placement of mobile homes in accordance with those 
standards outlined at 44 CFR Parts 9 and 10. 
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5. The Agency agrees that no mobile home will be placed in a floodway and that 

mobile homes will not be placed in special flood hazard areas unless the 
placement is in accordance with those standards outlined at 44 CFR Parts 59 and 
60. 
 

6. The Agency agrees to obtain and maintain hazard insurance on each unit, as well 
as flood insurance if the housing units is or will be in a designated Special Flood 
Hazard Area. 
 

7. The Agency agrees to comply with non-discrimination in disaster assistance 
consistent with 44 CFR Part 7. 
 

8. The Agency agrees to hold the government harmless and be responsible for any 
and all claims or cause of action, which may arise out of the transport, use, 
maintenance, occupancy, or repair of units acquired pursuant to this agreement. 
 

9. The Agency agrees to provide FEMA Florida Long-term Recovery Office, 
Director, with a quarterly program activity report, listing the names of eligible 
applicant occupying each unit, that unit’s VIN number (vehicle identification 
number), and the declared disaster for which the unit is being used. 
 

10. Failure of the Agency to comply with the provisions of this agreement will 
obligate the Agency to reimburse the Federal Government in an amount equal to 
the amount of the Federal disaster relief assistance provided less depreciation with 
respect to the property. 
 

11. Notwithstanding any provision in this agreement, all disaster housing assistance 
offered by REMA in any form is purely discretionary on the part of FEMA.  No 
provision in this agreement shall be construed to require FEMA to provide 
disaster assistance to any particular applicant in any particular form. 
 

12. Any proceeds received by the Agency from the sale, savage, or disposal of the 
units will be returned to FEMA. 

 
This is NOT recommended to any LTRO or other organization (FBO or CBO) not 
already in the nonprofit housing arena.  This is best suited to county affordable 
housing organizations such as those that administer Ship or HUD funds or other  
established Nonprofit Housing Corporations.  
 
Persons who are not hurricane victims who are interested in bidding on a mobile home or 
travel trailer should contact: GSA General Services Administration at www.gsa.gov 
 
According to Larry Koslick, Statewide Recovery Manager: IF your LTRO has housing 
needs for individuals affected by the storms that don’t fall into any of the set guidelines 
you should contact  FEMA Mobile Operations or Mr. Koslick to negotiate an individual 
solution.  Mr. Koslick is with Florida Division of Emergency Management in the Orlando 
Emergency Management Office.  


